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Editor’s Note 

Hi again everybody! Well, there’s just time to 
squeeze a third short newsletter in before the 
end of another year. This year has really flown 

by with all the fun we’ve been having at FDOC and 
it’s hard to believe that the time has come for another break up day at club, 

another AGM and another exciting Presentation night (this year’s night is set to be the best in 
FDOC history with live music, fab seating arrangements and at more than 100 people booked, 
the best attendance we’ve ever had). 

 As the weather warms up for summer and the beach beckons, it’s been pleasing to see that 
attendance has still been going from strength to strength with enthusiastic members enjoying 
their training, their classes and a social get together with their dog club friends.   

 FDOC members have continued to have success with their dogs in competition in all disciplines 
and the recent Fun Day showed us some outstanding doggy members in the early classes who 
are sure to do well in the future.  

  
 This edition we’re going to take a look at the exciting sport of Earthdog trialling. Treasurer 

Janice James is the Earthdog trialler at FDOC and it is a terrific sport for small terriers such as 
Fox Terriers or Tenterfield Terriers. We also have a feature on FDOC’s new Tracking group. This 
is loads of fun and our club will have a large number of dogs out there representing us at 
Tracking trials next season, which is very exciting.  

  
 Finally, this time our featured nasty in our series on the doggy diseases we vaccinate against is 

Distemper. Thank goodness our dogs can be protected against this virus. 
 
 Have fun with your dogs over the festive season and wishing you all a very Merry Christmas! 
 Heather  

Chief Instructor Wayne Collihole with his super German Shorthaired Pointer, Inga. 

 
Here Inga has just found Wayne by tracking his footsteps to where he was hiding. To learn more 

about how she does this read our feature on Tracking. 
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FDOC Christmas Dinner and 

Presentation Evening  

 

Saturday 12 th  of December  

7.00pm at the Chelsea RSL  

 

Please Support Your Club and J oin us for 

a Fantastic Evening  

 

$25.00 per person  

 

This Includes a Delicious Carvery  

Buffet  and Professional Live   

Entertainment with Musical Duo  

2Girlz  

 

*Itôs not too late to join us for the clubôs 

biggest night ever!*  

 

Family and Friends are most welco me 
 

For more information or to purchase tickets please 

see Peter or Melanie, or contact Melanie on  

0414 955430      
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FDOC 2009 Instructors 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayne Collihole 

Bob Mertens 

Pat Mattingley 

Janice James 

Roger Padfield 

Andre Torpy 

Glory Smith 

Yvonne Kartner 

Melanie Larcombe 

Jackie Nilson 

Lydia Cowan 

Jenny Pepper 

Heather Hammonds 

Peter Gibson 

FLYBALL 

Sue Barrell 

Janice James 

AGILITY 

Penny Spencer 

Roger Padfield 

Sandra Shepard 

INSTRUCTORS MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE FIRST SATURDAY OF THE SEASON 

 

FDOC 2009 Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President: Bob Mertens 9781 2571 

Vice President Kris Daniels 9786 1147 

Treasurer: Janice James 9786 8047 

Secretary: Peter Gibson  

Committee: Melanie Larcombe 

0414955430 

Committee: Jenny Pepper 8707 1883 

Committee: Claire Bartlett 

Committee: Penny Roberts 5668 2484 

Committee: Cynthia Plumridge 9592 0905  

Committee: Roger Padfield 9583 8858 

Committee: Lydia Cowan 

 

 

Trial Secretary: Cynthia Plumridge 9592 0905 

Newsletter Editor: Heather Hammonds 0409543428 

Chief Instructor: Wayne Collihole 9786 6167 

Kiosk Assistant: Vera Daniels 9786 1147  

Fundraising Co-Ordinator: Jenny Pepper 87071883 

Enrolment Officer: Penny Roberts/Melanie Larcombe 

Ground Manager: Kris Daniels/Wayne Collihole 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 

 

Novice 

CCD 

Open 

UD 

Yellow  

 

Puppies 

Beginners 1 

Beginners 2 

Pink 

 

New  

memberships 

 

Obedience 

Training 

Times 
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November 2009 Funday – Agility and Jumping 

The November Agility funday was a big success all round.  Firstly we had perfect agility weather coming off a week of 
hot, sticky temperatures.  The day was stunningly overcast, cool and for once not windy! I am sure any dog that was 
not a kelpie gave it two dew claws up.  Roger Padfield judged an huge 39 entrants over 8 courses ranging from 
Masters through to beginners and on behalf of the competitors I will again sincerely thank Roger giving up his time 
and a chance of competing himself.  Jenny Pepper did another lovely job of the trophies and thanks to Sandra 
Shepherd for Co organising the whole day. 
bƻǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƎƛƭƛǘȅΧ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎΗ .ecause the sport of Agility asks the dog to be both fast and 
accurate there is a high chance of failure for every team but not one dog would have known that they had just 
earned themselves another course fault, everyone kept their dog upbeat and motivated to be out there.  There were 
also some funny moments like novice Crikey wal's miscalculation of his own power ending up on his face, Kim V and 
Elliot's wardrobe malfunctions and Sedona's headbutt of a pole midweaving.  Thank you to everyone for pitching in 
to help with the stewarding and congratulations to all the competitors in all the classes 
Anyone who would like to watch the highlights of Novice Not Trialed and Beginner Agility can be found at the 
following links 
Jumping Novice not trialed 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZASBn3RX3xE 
Agility Novice not trialed 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_JGs5oplik 
 
Beginner Agility 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3iNWgfBu9LY 

 

Fun Day!  

November, 2009          

 

 

 

 

PPllaaccee  HHaannddlleerr  DDoogg  QQuuaalliiffyy  

Beginners Agility 

11
sstt
  SSuuee  KKiirrkkwwoooodd  KKaarrllaa    

22
nndd

  LLiillaa  VVaarrccooee  MMaaiiyyzziiee    

33
rrdd

  LLaauurreenn  JJaammeess  EEllllaa    

AAggiilliittyy  NNoovviiccee  ((NNoott  TTrriiaalllleedd))  

11
sstt
  

  
KKiimm  DDaavviiddssoonn  CCrriikkeeyy    

22
nndd

  KKaayyee  GGrraanntt  PPeeppppeerr    

33
rrdd

  EEllllyy  HHoorrnnee  SSeeddoonnaa    

AAggiilliittyy  NNoovviiccee  ((TTrriiaalllleedd))  

11sstt  JJeennnnyy  PPeeppppeerr  SSiiddnneeyy    

  

Agility Masters 

11
sstt
  SSaannddyy  SShheeppaarrdd  CCllaannccyy    

22
nndd

  NNiiccoollaa  MMiillllwwaarrdd  CChhaassee    

33
rrdd

  PPeennnnyy  SSppeenncceerr  PPaann    

 

    

PPllaaccee  HHaannddlleerr  DDoogg  QQuuaalliiffyy  

JJuummppiinngg  NNoovviiccee  ((NNoott  TTrriiaalllleedd))  

11sstt  KKiimm  DDaavviiddssoonn  CCrriikkeeyy    

22
nndd

  EEllllyy  HHoorrnnee  SSeeddoonnaa    

33
rrdd

  KKiimm  VViissccaa  LLeeeellaa    

  KKaayyee  GGrraanntt  EErriicc    

JJuummppiinngg  NNoovviiccee  ((TTrriiaalllleedd))  

11sstt  AAnnnnee  RRooggeerrss  CCaarrlliiee    

  

Jumping Masters 

11
sstt
  KKiimm  DDaavviissoonn  PPaaddddyy  QQ  

22
nndd

  PPeennnnyy  SSppeenncceerr    PPaann    

33
rrdd

  NNiiccoollaa  MMiillllwwaarrdd  FFrraannkk    

 

    

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZASBn3RX3xE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_JGs5oplik
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3iNWgfBu9LY
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November 2009 Fun Day ð Obedience  
Our last Obedience fun day for the year was just that  -  FUN!!! It was great to see everyone 

out there, trying their best and enjoying a happy and suc cessful day . Obedience fun days are a 

good opportunity to see just what your dog can do in the trial ring and maybe win a ribbon or 

trophy for your efforts. Everyone had a fantastic time and special mention must be made to a 

few behind the scenes workers s uch as Arthur, Kris and Roy who did a fantastic job setting up 

the rings, Sue who spent all day helping, Vera who manned the canteen, Melanie, Jenny, Janice 

and Heather, who did a club room spring clean before the big day and everyone else who 

supplied foo d and lent a hand ð youõre all appreciated! Thanks must also go to all judges and 

stewards who gave their time on the day ð Melanie Larcombe, Penny Roberts, Bob Mertens, 

Phillip Plumridge, John Scott and Suzanne Worthington. Jenni Reid judged CCD class, We ng Lim 

kindly travelled from Coburg to judge Novice, even bringing his own steward in the form of 

Andrew Sutherland. And Bernie Wilkinson once again graciously gave his time to judge Open and 

UD, his wife Pam being a super steward. And letõs not forget Cynthia, our wonderful Trial 

Secretary and her assistant Pat Mattingley. These people give their expertise to help us all!  

 
PPllaaccee  HHaannddlleerr  DDoogg  RReessuulltt  

YYeellllooww    JJuuddggee  ––  SSuuzzaannnnee  WWoorrtthhiinnggttoonn  

QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  SSccoorree  111100--114400  

11sstt  SSaammaanntthhaa  IIssaarriinn  SSaallllyy  NNQQ  

22nndd  SSiillkkee  NNiixxoonn  MMaarrllooww  NNQQ  

33rrdd  CChhrriissttiinnee  NNiixxoonn  OOssccaarr  NNQQ  

CC..CC..DD    JJuuddggee  ––  JJeennnnyy  RReeiidd  

QQuuaalliiffllyyiinngg  SSccoorree  7755--110000  

11sstt  NNiiccoollaa  MMiillllwwaarrdd  FFrraannkk  9944  

22nndd  BBrruuccee  SSttoonnee  SSaallllyy  9911  

33rrdd  JJeennnnyy  PPeeppppeerr  SSiiddnneeyy  NNQQ  

NNoovviiccee    JJuuddggee  ––  WWeenngg  LLiimm  

QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  SSccoorree  117700--220000  

11sstt  KKaarreenn  BBiisshhoopp  BBeeaauu  118877  

22nndd  MMeelliissssaa  FFeerraabbeenndd  SShhaaddooww  NNQQ  

33
rrdd

  LLyyddiiaa  CCoowwaann    ZZeekkee  NNQQ  

OOppeenn    JJuuddggee  ––  BBeerrnniiee  WWiillkkiinnssoonn  

QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  SSccoorree  117700--220000  

11sstt  RRooggeerr  PPaaddffiieelldd  JJaazzppaa  178 

22
nndd

  DDeenniiss  CCooddyy  LLuuccii  NQ 

33
rrdd

  AAnnnnee  RRooggeerrss  CCaarrlliiee  NQ 

UUDD    JJuuddggee  ––  BBeerrnniiee  WWiillkkiinnssoonn  

QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  SSccoorree  117700--220000  

11
sstt
  

HHeeaatthheerr  

HHaammmmoonnddss    
TTeessss  NNQQ  

22nndd  
DDeenniiss  CCooddyy  LLuuccii  NNQQ  

 

    

OBEDIENCE FUN DAY Nov 2009  

PPllaaccee  HHaannddlleerr  DDoogg  RReessuulltt  

PPuuppppyy  CCllaassss    JJuuddggee  ––  PPeennnnyy  RRoobbeerrttss  

QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  SSccoorree  7700--110000  

11sstt  YYvvoonnnnee  KKaarrttnneerr    CCaaddeenn  9988  

22nndd  MMaannddyy  QQuuaaddaarraa  NNiittrroo  9977  

33
rrdd

  DDaawwnn  SSppoooorr  BBaaxxtteerr  9900  

EEnncc  NNiicckk  WWaallllaaccee  OOlllliiee    

BBeeggiinnnneerrss  11    JJuuddggee  ––  BBoobb  MMeerrtteennss  

QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  SSccoorree  7700--110000  

11sstt  JJaassoonn  DDaanniieell  MMaaxx  NNQQ  

22
nndd

  SSccootttt  MMaaccKKiinnnnoonn  CChhaarrlliiee  NNQQ  

33
rrdd

  DDaavviidd  SShhaarrpp  SStteevviiee  NNQQ  

BBeeggiinnnneerrss  22    JJuuddggee  ––  PPhhiilllliipp  PPlluummrriiddggee  

QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  SSccoorree  7700--110000  

11sstt  TTaayylloorr  DDeeaarrddeenn  RReeggggiiee  7766  

22nndd  MMaarrggaarreett  HHaassssaallll  HHoonneeyy  NQ 

33rrdd  EEllaaiinnee  HHaallll  PPooppppyy  NNQQ  

 

PPiinnkk    JJuuddggee  ––  JJoohhnn  SSccootttt  

QQuuaalliiffyyiinngg  SSccoorree  9900--113300  

11sstt  KKrriiss  DDaanniieellss  ZZaacc  122 

22nndd  JJeennnnyy  SSttaannnnaarrdd  AAuussssiiee  122 

33
rrdd

  KKaayyee  GGrraanntt  PPeeppppeerr  121 

Veterans  Judge – Melanie Larcombe Qual 120 

1
st
 Glory Smith Bindi 115 

2
nd

 Kris Daniels Rocky 109 

3rd Andre Torpy Xena 90 
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Tracking News  
FDOCõs newest sporting group is our Tracking group. Several of our 

members get together twice a week to pra ctise. We now have a total of 

ten people fr om Frankston and twelve dogs that  will be out there going for 

titles next season. Dogs range from German Shepherds and Rottweilers 

through to Golden Retrievers, GSPs, Miniature Poodles and Cocker 

Spaniels. Any bre ed of dog can track , crossbreeds too ! We take our dogs 

to some terrific locations to enjoy this sport  and they  love it. For those 

of you who enjoy getting outdoors, walking your dogs and spending time 

with fri ends, this is the sport for you.   

So what exact ly is Trac king? Well, i n the sport of Tracking,  dogs are 

taught to follow a ôtrackõ of footsteps walked by a person and locate the 

person at the other end (or a food reward). The beauty of tracking is 

that you can ôlayõ your own tracks (walk a distance), leave a food reward 

at the end and then come back, collect your dog and have them follow the 

track to the reward. Or, you can hide at the end of the track and have 

them come find you, or a friend who has laid the track. The sport of 

Tracking is recognised b y the ANKC and Dogs Victoria, and dogs can earn 

titles at Tracking Trials. Titles are Tracking Dog (T.D.) Tracking Dog 

Excellent (T.D.X) and Tracking Champion (T.Ch). Frankstonõs trackers 

range from absolute beginners to trackers with T.D.X and T.Ch titles . 

Everyone has a ball and helps each other out.  

There are seven Tracking Tests to go through to reach Tracking 

Champion. The first test involves the dog accurately following a track 400 

metres in length, to find a ôknown tracklayerõ at the end. Tests get 

progressively harder until Test 7, where a dog must follow a track that is 

1.2 kilometres in length and identify articles (generally socks) along the 

way, before finding the tracklayer.  

To watch a tracker dog at work is an amazing sight. Dogs live in a wor ld 

of scents that is totally different to the one we live in. Their sense of 

smell is so acute that although these tests sound difficult, the smallest of 

dogs are capable of doing them.  

Once dogs have achieved their Tracking Champion status, they can now go 

on and do the new sport of Track and Search. This is very much oriented 

towards search and res cue type work and dogs must track  across 

different surfaces such as gravel, roads and in shopping centres to find 

their tracklayer. Tracker dogs are amazing an d Tracking is an amazing 

sport. Why not join us and see if you would enjoy Tracking too?   

Contact Heather on 0409 543 428 or Melanie on 0414 955 430  
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Some of Our Tr acking Dogs at Worké 
 

               
 
Tess is hot on the trail of her reward.        Little Caden proves you’re never too young to start 
            hard surface tracking – here using the new 
            ‘Steve White’ method. 
 

        
 
Vanda and Tilly on their very first track.   Inga sniffs out Wayne in fine style! 
 
 
   

 

   
 
Penny and Ella on their way to find John.  Vanda placing some rewards on her track.                      
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Happy members of the Demo Team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Times 

11:00 Set Up ï all Advanced and Intermediate 

participants to assist with set up  

11.40-12 noon Advanced 

12 noon - 12.45 Intermediate 

12.45 – 1.15 Advanced 

1.30 – 2.15 Beginners 

2.15  Pack Up ï all beginners to assist with  

pack up 

 

 

News 

Demo Team News: 

 

Stop press!!!! All their hard 

work has paid offé 

The FDOC demo team has just won 

an award at the Pet and Pony Expo 

held on the Peninsula recently.  

Lookout for a report on this event 

in next yearôs first newsletter. 

Training in recent weeks has been fun 

and exciting, and all members of the 

team have been working hard each 

Saturday morning to polish their act 

and represent FDOC with flair. The 

demo team is to be congratulated for 

their dedication and the great publicity 

they provide for our club! 2010 is set to 

be the best year ever for our demo team!  

Demo Team 

FDOC óWAGGASô 
Is your owner well behaved and trained in dog obedience to 

Pink level? If the answer is YES, would you like to bring 

them along to our demo team? The FDOC Waggas are looking 

for friends who will join our team to show the public just 

how much fun we can have.  

Contact Lesley harris ï 9773 6836 or  

Andre Torpey ï 9785 3041  

Beginners: Practicing Jumping at Home 
Our beginner dogs have been travelling along nicely 
on all the equipment and to take our skills to the 
next level, jumping is the most important to develop.  
To increase your dogôs drive for jumping we use lots 
of high value rewards (either toys or food) and 
doing a bit of homework will speed up the process. 
 

1. Start with your dog at your side and send to 
the jump in front of you and reward 

2. Start with your dog at your side and run 
parallel to the dog while it jumps and reward 

3. Place your dog in a sit and call them over the 
jump towards you and reward.  

Tips: 
- donôt jump your dog if it is under 18mths old 
- donôt forget to work both the right and left 

hand side 

- keep the sessions short and with a 90% 
success rate 

 

 

Demo Team Calendar 
 
The calendar for 2010 is yet to be organised 
but there are bookings already and weôll let 
all members know in the next newsletter. 
Please try to come to some events and 
support our team! 
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Flyball News 

 

The Frankston Thunderbolts have continued to train hard over 

the past year and with the popularity of this sport increasing, 

many new members have been signing up. We look forward to 

seeing some great results from the Thunderbolts once again in 

2010! Anyone wishing to learn more about the sport or join the 

team, please see Sue Barrell or Janice James when club returns in 

February next year.  

  

       
 

 

 

 

                   
 

 

Above is a selection of photos showing the Frankston Thunderbolts in 

action.  

As you can see, all breeds of dogs love this sport as it involves three of a 

dog’s favourite things…. running, playing ball and jumping!  
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DUE TO THE SHORT SPACE OF TIME BETWEEN NEWSLETTERS, NEW 

OBEDIENCE, AGILITY AND TRACKING TRIAL RESULTS WILL APPEAR 

IN THE FIRST NEWSLETTER OF NEXT YEAR. 

OBEDIENCE CLASS PASS UPS WILL ALSO APPEAR IN THE NEXT 

NEWSLETTER. 

For those obedience trialling, donôt forget that pat mattingley 

runs a trial class when members wish and this will be available 

again in the new year . Good on you Pat!!! 

 
Sid and Violet Pepper at the November Fun Day 

Dog Tech 

Dog behaviour 

therapist 

Got a problem with  

your pooch? 

Call Nicole Richardson: 

0439 636 466 

 

 

 

 

TITLES AND RESULTS:  

Please help us broadcast your hard-won results in the FDOC newsletter by either emailing them to 
Heather or leaving them in the suggestions box at club. We can’t celebrate your results if we don’t 
know about them! 

PLEASE drop copies of 3 certificates, or Title Certificate into the Trial Secretary – Obedience box at the 
Club (located near the photocopier machine, or post to the Club at PO Box 100, Frankston 3199.  
Telephone calls unsuitable as some written evidence needed.  This information will enable 
Sashes//Trophies to be presented at the next Fun Day/Presentation Night.  (Copies can be made for a 
small charge at your local library if necessary.).  Alternatively scanned copy/ies can be emailed to me at 
phillip.plumridge@bigpond.com 

SASHES (for the information of Triallers)Sashes relating to nearby Trials at present can only be 
presented if at least five Frankston members compete.  This can only be ascertained after entries have 
closed.  This arrangement is unsatisfactory to Trial Secretaries.  So for the moment sashes will continue to be 
presented at the following Fun Day. 

 

Vale, Betty Munday  

 
 It is with great sadness that we mourn the 

passing of long -time valued club member, Betty 

Munday. Betty could be seen ea ch week in the 

club rooms, enjoying a chat and a fun  social 
occasion with her friends. She always had a kind 

word and a happy smile for us all.  

We offer our most sincere sympathies to Bettyõs 

husband Dennis, also a valued club member. 

Bettyõs wonderful contribution to Frankston Dog 
Obedience Club and her time spent with us will 

not be forgotten.  
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FDOC Funny Stories… 

The Tale of the  
ôDog Food Sandwichesõ 

 
One of the best and cheapest foods we can use to train our dogs is the Home Brand devon or ham 
and chicken sandwich roll, found in the fridge section at supermarkets. It is soft so it is swallowed 
quickly by the dog receiving the reward, highly palatable to dogs, as nutritious as sausage or 
treats like Schmakos and can be cut to different sizes. With this in mind, one well-known club 
member uses it regularly to reward her dog during training.  
 
Two young children live with said club member, who has a lovely extended family. The kids soon 
found the sandwich roll in the fridge and decided they liked it, often asking for it on sandwiches. 
Sandwiches containing this roll soon became known in the household as ‘dog food sandwiches’.  
 
The kids and their dad went for a holiday to the country, to stay in a caravan park where a relative 
has a caravan. They were having a relaxing weekend and the kids made lots of new friends at the 
park. Their dad soon found them turning up for lunch with a bunch of friends in tow.  
Feeling a little daunted at the thought of feeding half a dozen kids rather than just his own, Dad 
wondered what to feed them. He asked his little ones what they would like for lunch and they 
cheerfully piped up ‘dog food sandwiches’. Now the thing was, the other kids were not in on the 
joke. They did not realise that ‘dog food sandwiches’ were really sandwich roll sandwiches. 
Suddenly Dad found the numbers for lunch had reduced dramatically… to just his own two kids! 
Now what did those kids go back to their own caravans and tell their parents? ‘Mummy, that man 
feeds his kids dog food?’ We have had endless fun speculating on what they thought. 
And who was the club member whose family this happened to? And whose dog just LOVES ‘dog 
food sandwiches’? 
See below:  
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Welcome to Frankston Dog Obedience Clubõs 

Newest Major Sponsor  

 

 

 

 
Sponsorôs Advertisement 

   

 

 

 

Please Support Those Who Support US  
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An athlete who has conquered all:  

Panshanger the  Agility dog  
(also known as Pan)  

 
 

Pan belongs to our fantastic Agility instructor, Penny . Pan is a true 

champion, continuing to take part very successfully in the sport she 
loves, in spite of having a serious car accident and losing an eye last year. 
Her  speed, grace and wo nderful temperament make her  a true star.  

Our Club Success Stories 

 

 

 

 

 

An Interview with Pan… 
 
Tell us a little about yourself: 
I am a certified mutt.  I was DNA tested because there was so much debate about my heritage 
and it revealed that I haven’t had a purebreed in my family tree for at least 4 generations.  What 
breeds they could identify were Whippet, Greyhound, Kelpie and Bull terrier.  This makes me 
pretty special and I use this to my full advantage to scab treats off the human students at dog 
club. I have got them all wrapped around my little dew claw.  Sometimes I am really tough and 
fast but I can be equally sensitive and subdued and I try to swap these moods around 
randomly so that I can watch Penny get worried.  Ha Ha what a laugh! 

 
What are your likes? 
Oooh, let me see… 
- FOOD (List of people I regularly scab from: Elly, Kim V, Kim D, Sandy (she let me lick the left    
over lasagne container once and she still rates highly for that), Kaye, Heather, Anne, in fact 
that is the whole intermediate agility class 
- Things that can be thrown (tennis balls, lumps of wood, pinecones) 
- Swimming 
- Chasing 
- Injuring myself in non-agility related accidents (see photo). 
 

What are your dislikes? 
Not many, cos I’m pretty cool with most things but… 
- People yelling 
- Dogs sniffing me 
- Rooms without plush beds 
 

Thank you, Pan. Good luck with your Agility career and all that you do. 
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Earthdog ð 
The Sport Terriers Just Love!  

 
Janice Jamesõ Earthdog Bertie in action 

 

Some of you may have seen the fenced - off Earthdog area at KCC Park and 

wondered what it is all abou t. Well, hereõs the low- down on this interesting 

dogsport. Earthdog is designed just for Sporting Terriers and it gives them 

an opportunity to excel at what many of them were originally bred to doé 

hunt down and flush out quarry from underground burrows. Of course today  

the tunnels are artificial and so is the quarry. But the dogs donõt care ð they 

love it!  

Earthdog  tests officially began in Queensland in 1992 and made their way 

down to Victoria as recently as 2002 with the first official trials held in ou r 

state in 2004.There are three titles dogs can work towards and obtain ð 

Novice Earthdog, Senior Earthdog and Master Earthdog.  

 

So what goes on at an Earthdog trial? Well, for spectators itõs sometimes 

hard to tell as all the excitement takes place underg round. Novice standard 

Earthdogs are taken into the enclosure and then released 10 feet from the 

tunnels. They must pick up a previously laid scent, head down into the tunnel 

and travel 30 feet underground with two 90 degree turns, reach the ôquarryõ 

withi n the fast time of 30 seconds and at the end, complete their job, by 

ôworkingõ the quarry for between 45 and 60 seconds. In working the quarry, 

they must ôbail it upõ by barking, growling, scratching or digging at it. A 

hatch back to the surface is near th e artificial quarry and when the allotted 

time has elapsed, the Earthdog is removed from underground through the 

hatch. Earthdog is a fast, fun sport and not as easy as it perhaps sounds! 

The dog must have the instinct and drive to learn to work in such a way. 

After all, back in the ôold daysõ they would have been out there performing a 

valuable service, catching rabbits, rats and other small burrowing pests.  
To learn more about Earthdog contact Dogs Victoria.   
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Got a funny story about your four - legged friend/s youõd like to share with 

us? Weõd love to know more about our membersõ dogs and what they get up 

to when theyõre not at training. So  please submit your story and a photo to 

Heather via email at: hmhammonds@waterfront.net.au  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 
 

 

E  &  O  PASTRY  

   10 McC ulloch Ave Seaford  

*  Gourmet pies large & small   

*  Sausage Rolls   *  Quiches  

*  Cakes, Slices and Tarts  

*  Party Savouries   * Danish Pastries  

*  Family Fruit Pies  *  Home Made Biscuits  

*  Party snacks Fruit  Wholesale Distri butors  

For enquiries: Phone: 9783 5427 or 9786 3962  

 

Club Merchandise 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Polo Shirts $25 

Caps $18 

Zippered Jackets $45 

Pullovers $30 

Available from the club 
rooms 

Got a Funny Dog Sto ry to Share?  
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GDog Health 
Canine Distemper Virus  

What Is It?  
Heather Hammonds  

Most of us know that when we buy a new puppy we should take it to our vet and get its ‘shots’ – 
vaccinations against Canine Parvovirus, Distemper, Hepatitis and Canine Cough. Frankston Dog 
Obedience Club requires that all our members’ dogs be vaccinated and this is the first in a series of 
articles explaining a little about these diseases. This newsletter we will focus on Canine Distemper Virus 
or CDV. 

Thanks to vaccination, CDV is rarely seen among our pet dog population in Australia these days. 
However, there are a smattering of cases each year and these are usually caused by dogs coming into 
contact with foxes, feral dogs or infected material passed by these animals. Anyone who has seen a dog 
infected with CDV wishes they had not. The virus, a little like some human ‘childhood ailments’ has an 
incubation period of several days. Initially an infected dog might have a temperature and be off their 
food for a day or two. Then they are just not 100% for a few days, as the virus works its way through 
their lymphatic system and is either stamped out if the dog is lucky… or the dog becomes seriously ill. 

 

Canine Parvovirus is a relatively new member of the parvovirus family. It really took hold in Australia in 
the early 1980s, devastating dog populations in places such as animal shelters where many dogs were 
together and one ailing individual could infect many. I was working as a young veterinary nurse  

   

 
 
  
 

A little known fact about CDV is that it is a relation of the human measles virus! In some cases, there can 
even be a ‘zoonosis’ effect. This means that some humans can be infected with CDV (as can most 
carnivores). However, the disease is ‘subclinical’, which means an infected person does not become ill. 
They just become infectious to dogs and other affected animals. On a positive note, those who have had 
the measles or have been vaccinated against measles are actually protected against being infected with 
CDV.  

So what are the signs of CDV? A high temperature, nasty discharge from the nose and eyes, often 
accompanied by diarrhoea and vomiting that at first can be mistaken for Parvovirus. CDV, travelling 
through the dogs lymphatic system, is extremely immuno-suppressive. Infected dogs become very 
susceptible to bacterial infections and often develop pneumonia. They basically catch any bacterial 
infection going while they are suffering from the virus. The virus drags on and on… It also infects the 
Central Nervous System and affected dogs throw fits, suffer brain damage, muscle tremors and can go 
blind. Death occurs within 2-3 weeks. Central Nervous System symptoms can persist for months before 
the dog finally recovers. Dogs that survive may be left brain damaged.  

Thank goodness we don’t see CDV very often these days. I saw only three definite cases of this disease 
in 15 years working as a vet nurse. One was in a fox, which was euthanased immediately and samples 
taken as my boss was curious and wanted to confirm CDV. The other was in a dog that was just a family 
pet dog who did not go out much and how it was infected was never discovered. The third dog belonged 
to my boss. She was a little terrier cross and he rescued her from the animal shelter we did work for. She 
recovered well but was left with brain damage, causing her to have a head tilt, fall over at times and also 
on occasion, have fits or attack his other dogs during short periods of strange behaviour (never doing 
any damage as she was so uncoordinated that she could not make contact with the dogs, who 
interestingly, never retaliated as they seemed to realise there was something wrong with her and she 
was harmless). As she was small and they had no children, she had a safe home where she could hurt 
no one.  

There are no drugs such as antibiotics to treat CDV once a dog is infected with it, as it is a virus. 
However, antibiotics are often given because secondary bacterial infections move in quickly on a sick 
dog. Vaccination against CDV is the only way of preventing the disease. It is easy to become complacent 
and think to ourselves ‘I’ve never heard of anyone’s dog catching that disease.’ This is because the 
disease is controlled by something called ‘herd immunity’. When enough individuals are vaccinated 
against a disease, incidence becomes low. The odd individual that is not vaccinated benefits from the 
immunity of the other, vaccinated individuals. When a sufficient number of individuals remain 
unvaccinated…. back comes the disease. So please, please, remember to vaccinate your best friend 
against this horrible virus and know that you are doing both him and the rest of the doggy community a 
big favour! 
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THE PAPILLON  

Butterfly Dogé 

 
Papillons are repr esented at FDOC by  Lydia Cowan and her two littlies , Star 

and Zeke . Look out for these ôsuper dogsõ strutting their stuff in Agility and 

Obedience ð they are a pleasure to watch.   

Papillon, of course, means ôbutterflyõ in French and this beautiful little dog 
gets its name from its distinctive erect ears. The Papillon is classed as a ôToy 
Spanielõ and indeed, was bred from earlier forms of Toy Spaniel that dated 
back to Europe in the 1500s. Originally they all had floppy ears, unlike the 
Papillon of today. However, when these little dogs are born with drop ears 
today they are known as a Phalene, which means ônight mothõ in French. In 

fact, all Papillons had drop ears until the 19 th  century.  
 

The Papillon looks a cute and delicate little dog but donõt be fooled by its 
appearance. They are a highly athletic and intelligent breed, and make 

wonderful competitors in Obed ience and Agility. They also excel at Tracking, 
their little legs carrying them over the same tracking distance as the larger 
dogs with ease. They make very happy family pets, being very affectionate 

and social with family members and friends. As a watchdo g, the Papillon 
outdoes many of the larger guarding breeds and no potential thief would escape 

their notice! Yet they love nothing more than a quiet cuddle from their loved 
ones. 

Although long and silky, the Papillonõs coat is low maintenance and just requires 
a weekly brush to keep it neat. This little dog really is one to consider when 

thinking about purchasing a smaller breed of dog.  
 

For more information on the Papillon contact the Papillon Club of Victoria.  

Secretary: Mrs Denise Chrystal Ph: 03 5447 9 708  
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Look out next year for articles on: Obedience, the new dogsport of Rally-O, 
more on our series of doggy diseases and interviews with more Frankston 
dogs!   

All I want for Christmas is a bone or twoé 
 

 
 

Wishing all club members and their pets a very 
Merry Christ mas and a happy, peaceful and 

prosperous New Year!  
We look forwar d to seeing you back training on the 

first Saturday in February  2010.  
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A list of new members since last 

newsletter will appear in the first 

newsletter of 2010.  


